Historic Markers at Oakwood Cemetery (current as of Aug. 2019, by Terri Hoover Mirka, Save Austin’s Cemeteries)

Through its historic markers program, the Texas Historical Commission (THC) commemorate diverse topics in Texas history, including
houses, buildings, religious congregations, military sites, historical events, and individuals who have made lasting contributions to the state of
Texas, community organizations, and businesses.

The THC accepts applications for historical markers each fall for the following
calendar year, typically during the application period of September 1 through
November 15. You must first submit through the county commission so please
submit individuals to the Travis County Historical Commission to get
additional Austin cemetery “residents” the recognition they deserve. Please see
the THC website for more information.
https://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/state-historical-

markers. OAKWOOD CEMETERY

IN 1839, WHEN AUSTIN WAS BEING OPENED AS A S|TE
FAVORED FOR THE CAPITAL’-'OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS, A
REGULAR BURIAL PLACE WAS ESTABLISHED IN WHAT IS NéW
THE SOUTHWEST PART OF OAKWOOD CEMETERY. A DECEDENT

Oakwood Cemetery Historic Designations

Oakwood was named a Texas Historic Landmark in 1972 by the THC as

detailed in a THC marker on Main Avenue shown to the right. Oakwood | WAS BURIED ON THIS HILL AT A SPOT TO THE RIGHT OF
Cemetery as the “City Cemetery” was placed in the prestigious National ?HAEK :“;gfvf ggésjm MAIN ENTRANCE AND NORTHWEST OF
Register of Historic Places in 1985, but there is no plaque for this important UNTIL SEPT. 1,185:.DHVC\)”\/.\C:'VNERTH‘IFHEANTCI}(}){SEUTE\.NI; t“:GSANOT,
designation. Oakwood was also named a Historic Texas Cemetery in 2010 but | BECAME CITY PROPERTY. ON THAT DAY THE Lgmsmung%;
like the National Register, there is no marker for this. In 1976, Oakwood was | TEXAS TRANSFERRED THE BURIAL TRACT FROM THE PUBLIC

. . A A - LANDS TO THE CORPORATE CITY OF AUSTIN. ACROSS THE
designated an Austin Historic Landmark, and small markers were added to the Bl DECADES. THE NAME HAS CHANGED: IN 1886 T WAS “CITy
gates at the Comal Street entrance. The four historic designations have been | CEMETERY";1903,"AUSTIN CITY CEMETERY";1912,"OAKWOOD""
added into the text in the small kiosk near the Oakwood chapel. Think these BUF;ESE LS'EOTHE MORTAL REMAINS OF MANY PIONEERS AND
Oakwood historic designations need more recognition? Let us know at a . ATL,thfAL AFNADU?TLN{EAEER;Z%Effﬁiifﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁé?ﬁ?

GOVERNORS AND OTHER HIGH STATE OFFICIALS, MAYORS,
BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL LEADERS. AND SOLID CITIZENS
FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE.

THE TWO JEWISH SECTIONS OF OAKWOOD HAVE BEEN GIVEN
PERPETUAL CARE BY TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL SINCE 1876. THE
AUSTIN CITY GOVERNMENT ACCEPTED RESPONSIBILITY FOR
PERMANENT CARE OF OAKWOOD CEMETERY IN 1970.

(1973)

info@sachome.org.



https://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/state-historical-markers
https://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/state-historical-markers
mailto:info@sachome.org

THC Historic Markers of Individuals at Oakwood Cemetery (birth-death, burial location)

Abner Hugh Cook (1814-1886, lot 1-158) — Noted architect who Jacob Fontaine (1808-1898, unmarked grave / community
produced some of the finest Greek revival buildings in Texas. grounds) — African-American preacher, church founder, activist,
publisher

ABNER HUGH COOK

(MAR. 20,1814 —FEB. 2{,1884)

A NATIVE OF NORTH CAROLINA,ABNER ; '
COOK CAME TO THE NEWLY CREATED % 1850 AS A SLAVE OF EPISCH
CAPITAL CITY OF AUSTIN IN 1839 7 MINISTER EDWARD FONTAINE.

WITH A SKILL IN DESIGN AND CON- . JACOB BEGAN PREACHING SE
STRUCTION THAT SOON EARNED HIM B = SERVICES FOR FELLOW 5};\\:55 ;ta_
THE TITLE OF MASTER BUILDER. [ ING THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
WORKING AS ARCHITECT, ENGINEER, AND  fF FOUNDED THE FIRST ECPTE
CONTRACTOR, COOK PRODUCED SOME OF B COLORED, ABOLS T o4

THE FINEST PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND [H§% i ESTABLI LA AND A C
GREEK REVIVAL HOMES IN TEXAS, Ny Bl . ON OF BLACK BAPTIS
INCLUDING THE GOVERNOR'S MANSION [ B =t PUB
AND THE NEILL- COCHRAN HOUSE

(2310 sAN GABriEL, AUSTIN), A CHARTER MEM =

BER OF AUSTIN'S FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH, ABNER COOK DIED SOON AFTER

COMPLETING WORK ON THE OLD MAIN

BUILDING (NOW RAZED) ON THE UNIVERSITY

OF TEXAS CAMPUS.

(1988)

R



George W. Glasscock (1810-1868, 1-243) — Texas Revolution Johann Jacob Groos (1822-1878, 1-266) — Helped found New
soldier, state legislator, gristmill operator, land donor Braunfels, government official, Texas land commissioner

N IN KENTUCKY IN

VED IN THE ILLIN

VK WAR OF 1832 IN TH ‘ ——¥ — ‘ ;
S ABRAHAM LINCOLN : ; : ‘ TEXAS LAND COMMISSIONER
COLN’S BUSINESS PARTNER ‘ g . JOHANN JACOB GROOS

ON THE SANGAMON RIVER. IN G (RABER 6, 1824 2 JBNE 4o 4074)
: ‘ : - , + A PROFESSIONAL SURVEYOR BEF
AME TO TEXAS AND SETTLED IN ZAV, > ' AND AFTER COMING TO TEXAS IN 1255

EVENTS UNFOLDED IN 1835, HE QUI Y B e FROM HIS NATIVE GERMANY, J.J.GROOS
BECAME INVOLVED IN THE TE ., B B ELED OPREN NEW BRAUNEELS AREA
, IE. AND L MENT. HE SERVED 1849 -
FIGHTING ALONGSIDE JIM BOW \ ey miity el AS A COMAL COUNTY OFFICIAIjQANég
MILAM IN THE SIEGE OF BE . : e e WAS (N CONFEDERATE MILITIA DURING
INDEPENDENCE, GEORGE WAS A SUR N & SV'AVS‘LEng’é‘h%"?_-’o]f”.'s;“ 1874, GROOS

A \/ YN ( \ - iy ] > M
WNEIi mjoi\lgfé T\?/HESE HVE/I%! M . A v GENERAL LAND OFFICE c'D(iNTEERx;?sF ATNHDE
5 ) NED i ¢ 4 £ SERVED FOUR.YEARS,UNTIL H \
IRST GRISTMILL AND DONATED LAND FOR THE | WAS FATHER OF SEvEn o BL1eoEK, HE
B . i - | g
Y SEAT. HE SETTLED | { " SO PP e
ECAME A STATE LEGISLATOR AN | ;




Andrew Jackson Hamilton (1815-1875, 1-73) — Texas Attorney Peter Henry Oberwetter (1830-1915, 2-467) — distinguished
General & Supreme Court justice, state legislator, US Congressman,  botanist and author, landscape artist for the state of Texas
provisional governor, lawyer

PETER HENRY OVERWERT
ANDREW JACKSON HAMIL’]?C“‘N : O;«EEICVTEI\{_ETE%F AGAEI%;A?ey\%YEDPE:FEoR s
(JANUARY 28,1845- APRIL 11,1875) i ABOUT 1849 AND SETTLED FIRST.
A NATIVE OF ALABAMA, ANDREW ‘ LATER MOVED TO A
JACKSON HAMILTON MOV8EDO HHIE S?'SEDNEDE'RSJSNI%TrCoRNG; . ‘
FAMILY TO TEXAS IN THE 1840s. CA5A |3
SERVED AS STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL G.T’s”a“é??ﬁfcﬁfl'fgggRiﬁHcgféom
AND AS A MEMBER OF THE STATE Qe fra ,ALSO A LANDSCAPE ARTIST FOR: THI
(EGISLATURE BEFORE BEING ELECTED [ AR g .
TO THE U. 5. CONGRESS IN 1859, AN
OPPONENT OF SECESSION,HE LEFT
TEXAS DURING THE CIVIL WAR BUT
(N 1865 WAS APPOINTED PROVISIONAL
GOVERNOR BY PRESIDENT AND
JOHUNSON., HE WAS AN ASSOC
JUSTICE ON "THE  TEXAS SU
COURT FROM 1867 TO 1869, ANT
AN " UNSUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE
GOVERNOR IN 1866 AND
TINUED PRACTICE
UNTII S DEATH IN 18




Swante Palm (1815-1899, 1-72 ) — leader of early Swedish

immigration to Texas, active in many public offices, devoted book

collector

SWANTE PALM

(JANUARY 34,4845 ~JUNE zz 1899)

A NATIVE OF BASTHULT. BARKERYD PARISH, IN THE: PROYINCE
OF SMAUAND, SWEDEN, SWANITE PALM WAS A LEADER OF
EARLY) SWEDISH| INMIGRATION! 7O, TEXAS, INFLUENCED, BY: HIS
NEPHEW, SWEN MAGNUS, SWENSON; PAL M CAME TO, TEXAS,
() 1844 HE SETTLED F; (A GRANGE,WHERE: HE: SERVEP
AS POSTMASTER AND WORKED IN SWENSON'S. GENERAL
$TORE. BOTH! MEN! MOVED, TO) AUSTIN IN 1850 AND CONTINUED
THE(R BUSINESS: RELATICNISHIP: [N} 1854 PALM MARRIED
AGNES: CHRISTINE: ALM.T,

(1855, BUT; DJED! I INFANCY)

1
’

POUITICALLY) ACTIVE,
OFFICES INCLUDING) T,
ALDERNMAN;AND:POS \
FOR SWEDEN! AND: N\O\RWAY £ WAS INSTRU
q MENTAL
BRINGING THOUSANDS: OF SWEDISH IMMIGRANTS, TO\ Tf:[;
§1\;f;§ IN' 1868 HE WAS: ONE OF THE ORGANIZERS! OF THE
SWED(SH| EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHUR
DUTHERAN! CHURCHIN. AUSTIN UGG

lSW’E’DﬁSH KING, OSCAR\! KNIGHTED PALM IN 1884
AS! SIWIES

QOK COLLECTOR P

VWHICHisie DONATED| 70

NEREASINGI TS\ pr; 6
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Major William Martin “Buck” Walton (1832-1915, Old

Grounds-Walton) — Texas Attorney General, lawyer, author, civic
leader



Colonel Lewis Miles Hobbs Washington (1813-1857, memorial

marker in 3-714) — Texas Revolution soldier, Republic of Texas official,
news reporter

COL.LEWIS MILES HOBBS W
(DEC.2,1813 —=FEB. 18
GEORGIA" NATIVE LEWIS
CAME TO TEXAS ABOUT
JOINED THE REVOLUTI
AT SAN ANTONIO.
COL. FANNIN'S STAFF, HE :
THE GEORGIA BATTALION AT -R
AND GOLIAD. HE WAS APPOINTED T
OFFICE IN SAM HOUSTON'S
TIAL ADMINISTRATION
DAYS OF THE
WAS KILLED IN _ARAT
CENTRAL AMERICA AS
TER. HIS BODY WAS NOT
HIS WIFE, REBECCA 18 BU
RECORDED- 1983




